
Our administrative team has become an extended family of sorts. I guess 
that shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone. We spend 10 to 18 hours a day 
working, and in many ways parenting, together as we strive to make Skyview 
home for nearly 2000 teenagers. Fortunately, we are all married to people 
who understand that and also enjoy and appreciate one another’s company. 
As couples, we’ve come together because of our work but stay together be-
cause of our friendship. 
 
Dr. Steve Webb, our superintendent, often reminds us that it is all about rela-
tionships: student to learning, student to student, student to adult, adult to 
adult, adult to school, school to community and beyond. These relationships can create bonds be-
tween people that extend well beyond the school day and year. 
 
That really hit home for me this month. On September 15th, an extraordinary teacher was killed 
when the bike he was riding was struck by a car driven by a former Hudson’s Bay student. The me-
dia coverage offered us all a glimpse of the impact Gordon Patterson had on so many in the Bay 
community. That spilled into Skyview. The morning following that horrific accident, I received a se-
ries of rapid fire emails from our Skyview Boosters. They wanted to help. They wanted to let 
Gordon’s family know that as part of our school community they were part of our family as well. By 
one o’clock that afternoon I had a card in my hands to give to the Patterson family. It was stuffed 
with gift cards to an assortment of stores and restaurants – the 2009 version of Jello salads and 
casseroles. 
 
I’ve been blessed this September. I’ve witnessed first hand the coming together of our Skyview 
community. Our teachers are working together in Professional Learning Communities, and reaching 
out to our parents.  During our Homecoming Color War assembly the senior class organized as a 
sea of orange and paraded into the assembly as a rowdier foreshadowing of their upcoming 
graduation procession. The next day, our classes shed their war colors and united as the blue 
Storm. Hundreds of our students showed their Storm PRIDE, tailgating before the football game 
and flooding Kiggin’s Bowl with cheers, drums and an outstanding performance of Vertigo by our 
school band before our team’s big win over Camas. 
 
We want to win. We want to win over every student and parent and convince them that we are on 
their team. At school, winning is learning. We want each and 
every student to learn, and to be college, career and life ready.  
Let’s come together around that effort. 
 
See you at fall conferences, 

 
 
 
 

Kym Tyelyn-Carlson, Principal 
 
 
 

1300 NW 139th Street, Vancouver, WA 98685 
(360) 313-4200     FAX (360) 313-4201 

http://skyview.vansd.org  
OCTOBER 2009  

Dear Skyview Parents, Guardians, Friends and Students: 

ADMINISTRATORS: 
 

• Principal      

    Kym Tyelyn-Carlson 
 

• Associate Principals: 
 

       Jim Condon (AD) 
 

       Rob Duncan 
 

       Rick Wilson 

EYE OF THE STORM 
 



EYE OF THE STORM 

Sept. 28   1-Hour Late Start 
Oct. 1   Skyview Open House @ 6:30 pm 
Oct. 2   SMT Blast @ 7:00 pm 
Oct. 9-11   WASC Conference 
Oct. 10   SAT Test 
Oct. 12   1-Hour Late Start 
Oct. 21   2-Hour Early Release; SMT Parent Group Mtg. 600 Wing @ 7:00 pm 
Oct. 22   Teacher Conferences 
Oct. 23   Teacher Conferences; NO SCHOOL 
Oct. 26   1-Hour Late Start 
Oct. 29   Homecoming Choir Concert @ 7:00 pm 
Oct. 30   SMT Pumpkin Carving Contest @ 2:20 600 in Wing 
Oct. 31   SIGMA Math Competition @ Skyview 
Nov. 5,6,7   Skyview Fall Play, “Our Town” 

Athletic Academic Eligibility 
 

To be eligible to compete during a sports season, the student must meet the minimum WAA requirements (listed be-
low) at the end of the previous semester/trimester. An athlete whose grades are below the minimum may turn out and 
participate in practices, but are not eligible to enter a competition until the official grade check is done 5 weeks after 
the start of season.  
 
WIAA has toughened their policy on academic eligibility and is expecting schools to do grade checks more frequently, 
not just at the end of the two semesters. Skyview is monitoring our athlete's academic status  at progress report time 
during each quarter and on the quarter report cards. This meets with the revised wording in the WIAA handbook ask-
ing for checks approximately every 5 weeks; the expectation always existed at the State level that athletes would not 
be participating in contests if their grades dropped below the listed WIAA minimums but the wording in past years had 
not clearly expressed that. Article 18.6.2 in the WIAA Handbook now addresses this expectation. 
 
The grades shown on the previous semester's report card are used for initial academic eligibility clearance, but athletes 
are expected to maintain satisfactory status throughout the season in order to continue to participate in contests. The 
WIAA has increased their standards.  Students must pass 5 classes in a 6 period schedule.  The Vancouver 
School District requires the WIAA minimum standards.  
   
An athlete who falls below the minimum requirement on any progress or grade report will be ineligible for competition 
until they bring up the necessary number of classes to a passing level. 
 

REMINDER TO ALL  
ATHLETES 

 

Remember that once cleared, 
you are an athlete until 
graduation and subject to the 
Vancouver School District's 
Conduct Code for athletes 
"24/7".  Make safe, smart deci-
sions! Use of alcohol, drugs or 
tobacco, or an act of serious 
misconduct may keep you from 
competing in your favorite 
sport.   
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Parent/Teacher Conferences  
        OCTOBER 22 & 23   
 

Teachers will be making appointments 
at Open House on October 1 through 
October 8. 

 

Beginning October 12, appointments can be made  by 
calling 313-4214 .            

http://www.free-clipart.net/cgi-bin/clipart/directory.cgi?action=view&link=clipart/Cartoon/Education&image=Edu8.jpg&img=48�
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Need Graphic Design 
 Services? 

 

Skyview Graphic Design Club 
can provide you with all your 
design needs. 
 

Our club is designed to serve you 
with creative and professional 
project specs to fit your needs. 
 Check it out today! 
 www.skyhighgraphicdesign.com  

 Come join our award winning 
CHESS CLUB! 

Chess club is up and running. We 
meet Wednesdays and Fridays 
after school in room 404. Teams 

are currently forming for local league matches. 
See Dr. Claire Smith for more information. 

The first inter-school competition 
of the year takes place at Skyview 
on October 31.  Schools from 
throughout the state will be here.   
With 150-200 students, we will 
need parent help to proctor and 
score.  Contact Carol Hattan for 
information.   
 

Many thanks to the Booster Club 
for supporting the Math Team by 
paying our entry fee for five 
school competitions! 

Skyview started a Robotics Team 
last year that finished as one of the 
top rookie teams in the Oregon Re-
gional FIRST Competition in March, 
finishing 17th out of 54 teams. 
FIRST stands for "For Inspiration 

and Recognition of Science and Technology" and is 
a national organization that seeks to promote 
math, science and technical education in schools 
through robotics competitions. The team is looking 
for adult mentors with marketing skills to work 
with our team members to promote this important 
student extracurricular activity. If interested 
please contact Phil Hays or Nate Macon. 

Health reminder to parents 
 

As the school year begins, please help us keep our students well and safe.  To avoid illnesses, 
including the H1N1 Swine Flu virus, please remind your children of basic ways to stop the 
spread of germs and stay healthy. 
 
Things you can do to prevent the flu: 
 
      •  Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after coughing or sneezing.  Hand 
          sanitizers work too, but soap and water is most effective. 
      •  Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue.  If you don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze  
          into your elbow or shoulder, not into your hands. 
      •  Get vaccinated for the flu.  This year the Department of Health is recommending that  
          children and their families get vaccinated for both seasonal flu and H1N1 Swine Flu 
          (when vaccines are available). 
      •  Stay home if you show symptoms of the flu.  Students should stay home from school at 
          least 24 hours after their fever has passed (without the use of fever-reducing medicine). 
 
Facts about the H1N1 Swine Flu are on the district website:  www.vansd.org.  More informa-
tion is on the Washington State Department of Health website: www.doh.wa.gov/swineflu. 

EYE OF THE STORM 
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Vancouver School District has implemented a new tool for parents.  In the past, par-
ents would navigate to WESPaC Fee Management to view detail on their student's 
outstanding fines/fees.  With the implementation of HDBaker's receipting system, 
we are rolling out the parents on-line connection.  To view a summary of your stu-
dent's outstanding fines/fees you will continue to access the WESPaC Fee Manage-
ment.  To view a detail of outstanding fines/fee and the history of payments you 
can now access TouchBase, HDBaker's access for parents. 

Enter the following http://fines.vansd.org into your WEB browser 

To log in, enter your student’s ID number in the User Name space and your student’s last name in 
the password space. 

If your student has outstanding fines, the following message appears: 

“This Student has outstanding fines.  Please click the “View open fines” link on the right panel to 
view and pay this student’s open fines.” 

NOTE:  We are not set up to accept online payments at this time.  If you wish to view your stu-
dent’s payment history, select “View student receipts.” 

With both options you can print a ledger. 

MAKE-UP  
PICTURE 

DAY 
 

October 16 

ATTENTION PARENTS  
& ATHLETES!!! 

Beginning this year, ALL fines 
(including textbooks) must be 
paid BEFORE being able to clear 
for sports or activities.  If you 
have outstanding fines for text-
books, library books, art fees AS 
WELL AS sports-related fines 
(uniforms, locks, etc) they 
must be paid prior to turning out 
for a sport or activity.  Please be 
sure to have your fines taken care 
of well before the clearance proc-
ess or you will not be allowed to 
clear. 

FAMILY ACCESS ACCOUNTS 
 

SEE JEAN PONCIANO TO GET AN 
ACCESS CODE AND PASSWORD.  
 

          WHERE:    FRONT OFFICE 
    WHEN:      MONDAY — FRIDAY 
    7:00 AM — 11:00 AM 
  12:00 AM  —  3:00 PM 
 

Please bring photo ID 
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SMT News 
October 2009 

SMT BOOSTERS CHANGES NAME TO  
SMT PARENT GROUP 

 
To help keep things simple and to differentiate between SMT 

Boosters and Skyview Boosters, we have changed our name to 
SMT Parent Group.  Who are we?  

The SMT Parent Group is made up of parents, teachers, students 
and community partners. Our mission is: 

•    Student Events - community building social activities and stu-

dent recognition (e.g. SMT Blasts, Senior Awards, SMT 
Showcase) 

•    Educational Enrichment - guest speakers, mentors, intern-

ships, field trips and educational events 
•    Resource Procurement - equipment funds, scientist lists, cur-

riculum materials and volunteer recruitment 
•    Communications - newsletters, marketing, community partner-

ships, and image building 
 

We meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm in the 
600 Wing.  Please join us to see how you can help.  

To provide support for the students, teachers and 
administration involved in the Science, Mathematics 

and Technology Magnet at Skyview High School, 
Vancouver, USA 

 
The SMT Parent Group provides volunteers an  

opportunity to support the SMT program in a manner  
that fits their skills and interest.  

What is an SMT Blast? 
 

It’s a fun-filled evening for SMT 
Students to socialize with your 
friends, eat all the pizza you 
want, play Rock Band, ping 
pong, board games, techno 
dance, sumo wrestling and 
more.  Come check out the fun.  

Friday, Oct. 2 
7-11pm 

SMT Parents  
we need  

YOU! 
 

Sign up now for a shift 
to help volunteer at the  

SMT Blast.  
 

Email Sally LeRoy at 
sallyq@comcast.net 

SMT Parents Group Board  
2009-2010: 

President - Mary Heid 
Vice President - Debbie Kujovich 
Treasurer - Beth Ann Wulf 
Secretary - Sally LeRoy 
Communications - Connie Hays 
Parent Outreach Coordinator - Open 
 

Please email us at 
smtboosters@gmail.com  

if you would like to serve on the board  

Upcoming SMT Events 

Thurs. Oct. 1 Curriculum Night/Open House 
 
Fri. Oct. 2 – SMT Blast 7:00 – 11:00 pm 600 Wing.  
 
Wed. Oct 21– SMT Parent Group meeting 7:00 pm 600 
Wing  
 
Mon. Oct 28 – SMT Student Council Meeting 
                        2:15pm 
 
Fri Oct 30 – SMT Pumpkin Carving Contest  
                      2:20 pm 600 Wing 
 
Sat. Oct 31 – SIGMA Math Competition –  
                       Skyview High School 

SMT Parents! Volunteers are needed to serve 
on the panel that will review all SMT Research 
Projects that will be entered into the NW Sci-
ence Expo Fair at PCC next spring.  
 

A panel will need to be formed and review 
projects before the end of October to allow 
students enough time to complete the neces-
sary research. 
 

If you are interested in supporting students 
by reviewing their project proposals please 
contact Megan Botnen, SMT Magnet Coordina-
tor, at megan.botnen@vansd.org 
 

Thank you, 
Megan Botnen 

mailto:smtboosters@gmail.com�
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE  
If your senior student is a potential 
college athlete, they will need to reg-
ister with the NCAA Initial Clearing-
house as soon as possible.  You can 
complete this process by visiting 
their web-site at 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  

SAT and ACT TEST 
To register for the SAT, visit www.collegeboard.com.   
The test dates for 2009-2010 are: 
 

November 7, 2009…….deadline October 1, 2009 
December 5, 2009…….deadline October 30, 2009 
January 23, 2010…….deadline December 15, 2009 
March 13, 2010……….deadline February 4, 2010 
May 1, 2010…………...deadline March 25, 2010 
June 5, 2010…………..deadline April 29, 2010 

 
To register for the ACT, visit www.actstudent.org.   
The test dates for 2009-2010 are: 
 

October 24, 2009…..…deadline September 18, 2009 
December 12, 2009…..deadline November 6, 2009 
February 6, 2010……..deadline January 5, 2010 
April 10, 2010…………..deadline March 5, 2010 
June 12, 2010…………deadline May 7, 2010 

 
Please note the Skyview High School Code:  481-489  

We have multiple ways for parents/guardians to vol-
unteer in our school. Whether your interest is ath-
letics, activities or academics, we have a place for 
you. For more information, contact Martha Wasden 
at 313-4200 or Jim Condon (AD) at 313-4206. 
 

Get your paperwork filled out early so you’re  ready 
to go on those important activities with your stu-
dent.  It’s disappointing when an event or field trip 
has to be cancelled because we don’t have enough 
chaperones to meet district requirements.   

RUNNING START FORECASTING 
(WINTER) 

Forecasting for WINTER QUARTER Run-
ning Start will soon be occurring in the 
700 and 800 Wings (Juniors and Seniors 
only).  The deadline to complete this proc-
ess is early in November.  Please contact 
your student’s counselor (Mr. Geranios, 
Mr. Gowen, or Ms. Rufolo) for more infor-
mation. 

SENIOR GRADUATION APPLICATIONS 
Seniors need to return their Graduation Applications to 
their Counselor Mr. Geranios (A-F), Mr. Gowen (G-N), or 
Ms. Rufolo (O-Z) AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  Remember to 
specify how your name should appear on your Skyview 
diploma. 

FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION 
(FAFSA Help) 

Financial Aid Information Nights typi-
cally occur at both Clark College and 
WSU-Vancouver for interested sen-
iors.  WSU VANCOUVER has on-
going evening Financial Aid work-
shops throughout the Fall.  Please 
visit www.vancouver.wsu.edu/ss/
finaid/az.html for more information.  
Clark hasn’t published any dates for 
it’s Financial Aid Night yet, but check 
www.clark.edu for more information. 

PORTLAND NATIONAL COLLEGE FAIR 
This major college event is scheduled for October 
25-26 at the Oregon Convention Center.  It’s a great 
opportunity to visit with Admissions Reps from 
100’s of colleges nation-wide.  Hours are 1:00 pm-
5:00 pm on Sunday, Oct. 25 and 9:00 am-12:00 
noon on Monday, Oct. 26. 

**REMINDER** 
 

Please notify the Registrar of any changes in 
your students address, home phone, par-
ent’s cell and work phone, parent/guardian 
name changes and emergency contacts.  It 
is important that in the event of an emer-
gency, we have current and accurate data. 
Please e-mail our registrar, Linda Clark with 
any changes at: linda.clark@vansd.org  

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/�
http://www.collegeboard.com/�
http://www.actstudent.org/�
http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/ss/finaid/az.html�
http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/ss/finaid/az.html�
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STUDENT DROP OFF AREA 
 

PARENTS:  PLEASE DROP YOUR STUDENTS 
OFF AT THE FRONT  ENTRANCE OF  

SKYVIEW.   
THE BACK PARKING LOT (NORTH EAST) IS 

FOR BUS DROP OFF & PICK-UP  
AS WELL AS STAFF PARKING ONLY.   

 

BUSES REMAIN IN THE PARKING LOT UN-
TIL AFTER SCHOOL BEGINS.  STUDENTS 

PARKING ON 11TH STREET ARE WALKING 
THROUGH THE PARKING LOT,  AS WELL 
AS SKYVIEW STAFF  ARRIVING RIGHT UP 

UNTIL 7:30 AM  
 

PARENTS PLEASE DO NOT USE 
NORTH EAST PARKING LOT FOR 

STUDENT 
DROP OFF!! 

Tickets for our 5th Annual Dinner Auction 
on Saturday, November 14, 2009 are avail-
able now.  To reserve your space, please 
fill out the bottom of the form (page 11) 
with payment and send it to the SVMPA 
mailbox located in the Choir/Orchestra 
Room.  Please Contact Mary Beth Culligan 
at AuctionCoordinator@skyviewchoirs.org 
with any questions you may have.   
 

The Skyview High School Choir Program 
has flourished with the generous support of 
parents and community sponsors.  Through 
fundraising and community support, the 
SVMPA keeps the choirs and orchestra 
supplied with the many things necessary to 
keep the program functioning at a competi-
tive level.  To learn more visit our website 
at SkyviewChoirs.org. 

Conservation is the cheapest source of 
electricity and we offer incentives to residential 
and commercial customers interested 
in improving their energy efficiency. Skyview 
High School recently took advantage of our 
commercial lighting incentive program to 
upgrade lighting in their gym. Old lighting used 
too much electricity and started to fail, causing 
maintenance headaches. A free Clark Public 
Utilities energy-efficiency consultation led the 
way to a lighting upgrade that provides better 
light quality while slashing energy usage. 
 

Here is the project at a glance: 
Name: Skyview High School 
Annual hours of operation: 3,978 
 

Skyview High School saves 
money with commercial 
lighting program 

EYE OF THE STORM 

Benefits: 
● Expected to save 75,000 kilowatt-hours annually 
●$4,686 estimated annual savings 
● 49 percent wattage reduction 
● $10,080 incentive from Clark Public Utilities 
● Better-lit gym and improved light quality that provides a  
    more inviting atmosphere 

~~article from Clark Public Utilities CURRENTS,  
     September 2009 
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